3.4 General Terminology

3.2 Dimensional Tolerances. All dimen-
sions are subject to conventional building
industry tolerances for field conditions.

3.3 Notes. The text of these guidelines does
not contain notes or footnotes. Additional
information, explanations, and advisory materi-
als are located in the Appendix. Paragraphs
marked with an asterisk have related, non-
mandatory material in the Appendix. In the
Appendix, the corresponding paragraph
numbers are preceded by an A.

3.4 General Terminology.

Meet one or more specifications
of these guldelines.

if. if ... then, Denotes a specification that
applies only when the conditions described
are present.

may. Denotes an option or alternative.

shall. Denotes a mandatory specification or
requirement.

should. Denotes an advisory specification or
recommendation.

3.5 Definitions.

An accessible pedestrian space
between elements, such as parking spaces,
seating, and desks, that provides clearances
appropriate for use of the elements.

Accessible, Describes a site, bullding, facllity,
or portion thereof that complies with these
guidelines.

An element specified by
these guidelines (for example, telephone, con-
trols, and the like).

A continuous unobstructed
path connecting all accessible elements and
spaces of a building or facility. Interior acces-
sible routes may include corridors, floors,
ramps, elevators, lifts, and clear floor space at
fixtures. Exterior accessible routes may include
parking access aisles, curb ramps, crosswalks
at vehicular ways, walks, ramps, and lifts.

Space that complies with
these guidelines.

Adaptability, The ability of certain building
spaces and elements, such as kitchen
counters, sinks, and grab bars, to be added
or altered so as to accommodate the needs of
individuals with or without disabilities or to
accommodate the needs of persons with
different types or degrees of disability.

Addition, An expansion, extension, or increase
in the gross floor area of a building or factlity.

A governmental
agency that adopts or enforces regulations and
guidelines for the design. construction, or
alteration of buildings and facilities.

Alteration. An alteration is a change to a
bullding or factlity made by, on behalf of. or
for the use of a public accommodation or
commercial facility, that affects or could
affect the usability of the building or facility
or part thereof. Alterations include, but are
not limited to, remodeling, renovation, rehabt-
litation, reconstruction, historic restoration,
changes or rearrangement of the structural
parts or elements, and changes or rearrange-
ment tn the plan configuration of walls and
Jull-height partitions. Normal maintenance,
reroofing, painting or wallpapering, or changes
to mechanical and electrical systems are not
alterations unless they affect the usabiity of
the building or factlity.

Areg of Rescue Assistance, An area, which
has direct access to an exit, where people who
are unable to use statrs may remain temporarily
in safety to await further instructions or assis-
tance during emergency evacuation.

A room or space accomimo-
dating a group of individuals for recreational.
educational, political, social, or amusement
purposes, or for the consumption of food and
drink.

Automatic Dgor, A door equipped with a
power-operated mechanism and controls that
open and close the door automatically upon
receipt of a momentary actuating signal. The
switch that begins the automatic cycle may be
a photoelectric device, floor mat, or manual
switch (see power-assisted door).
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