4.1.6 Accessible Buildings: Alterations

affects or could affect the usabllity of an area
containing a primary function shall comply
with 4.1.6(2).

4.1.6 Accessible Buildings: Alterations.

(1) General. Alterations to existing bulldings
and facilities shall comply with the following:

(a) No alteration shall be undertaken which
decreases or has the effect of decreasing acces-
sibility or usability of a building or facility
below the requirements for new construction at
the time of alteration.

(b) If exdsting elements, spaces, or common
areas are altered, then each such altered
element, space, feature, or area shall comply
with the applicable provisions of 4.1.1 to 4.1.3
Minimum Requirements (for New Construc-
tion). If the applicable provision for new con-
struction requires that an element, space, or
common area be on an accessible route, the
altered element, space, or common area is not
required to be on an accessible route except as
provided in 4.1.6(2) (Alterations to an Area
Containing a Primary Function.)

(c) If alterations of single elements, when
considered together, amount to an alteration of
a room or space in a building or facility, the
entire space shall be made accessible.

(d) No alteration of an existing element,
space, or area of a building or facllity shall
impose a requirement for greater accessibility
than that which would be required for new
construction. For example, if the elevators and
stairs in a building are being altered and the
elevators are, in turn, being made accessible,
then no accessibility modifications are required
to the stairs connecting levels connected by the
elevator. If stair modifications to correct unsafe
conditions are required by other codes, the
modifications shall be done in compliance with
these guidelines unless technically infeasible.

(e) At least one interlor public text telephone
complying with 4.31.9 shall be provided if:

(1) alterations to existing buildings or
facilities with less than four exterior or interior
public pay telephones would increase the total
number to four or more telephones with at
least one in an interior location; or

(1) alterations to one or more exterior or
interior public pay telephones occur in an
existing building or facility with four or more
public telephones with at least one in an
interior location.

(f) If an escalator or stair is planned or
installed where none existed previously and
major structural modifications are necessary
for such installation, then a means of acces-
sible vertical access shall be provided that
complies with the applicable provisions of 4.7,
4.8,4.10,0r 4.11.

(g) In alterations, the requirements of
4.1.3(9). 4.3.10 and 4.3.11 do not apply.

(h}*Entrances: If a planned alteration
entails alterations to an entrance, and the
building has an accessible entrance, the en-
trance being altered is not required to comply
with 4.1.3(8), except to the extent required by
4.1.6(2). If a particular entrance is not made
accessible, appropriate accessible signage
indicating the location of the nearest accessible
entrance(s) shall be installed at or near the
inaccessible entrance, such that a person with
disabilities will not be required to retrace the
approach route from the tnaccessible entrance.

(1) If the alteration work is limited solely
to the electrical, mechanical, or plumbing
system, or to hazardous material abatement,
or automatic sprinkler retrofitting, and does
not involve the alteration of any elements or
spaces required to be accessible under these
guidelines, then 4.1.6(2) does not apply.

(j} EXCEPTION: In alteration work, if com-
pliance with 4.1.6 is technically infeasible, the
alteration shall provide accessibility to the
maximum extent feasible. Any elements or
features of the building or facility that are
being altered and can be made accessible shall
be made accessible within the scope of the
alteration.

Technically Infeasible. Means, with respect to
an alteration of a building or a facility, that it
has little likelihood of being accomplished
because existing structural conditions would
require removing or altering a load-bearing
member which is an essential part of the struc-
tural frame; or because other existing physical
or site constraints prohibit modification or




