A4.22 Toilet Rooms

JSacilities provided for all building users. In
addition, the guidelines allow the use of
“unisex” or “family” accesstble totlet rooms in
alterations when technical infeastbility can be
demonstrated. Experlence has shown that the
provision of accessible “unisex” or single-user
restrooms s a reasonable way to provide access
Jor wheelchatr users and any attendarnts,
especially when attendants are of the opposite
sex. Since these facilities have proven so useful,
it is often considered advantageous to install a
“unisex” toilet room in new facilities in addition
to making the multi-stall restrooms accesstble,
especially in shopping malls, large auditoriums,
and convention centers.

Figure 28 [section 4.16) provides mintmum clear
floor space dimensions for toilets tn accessible
“unisex” toilet rooms. The dotted lines designate
the mintmum clear floor space, depending on
the direction of approach, required for wheel-
chatr users to transfer onto the water closet.
The dimensions of 48 in (1220 mm) and 60 in
(1525 mm), respectively, correspond to the
space required for the two common transfer
approaches utilized by wheelchair users

{see Fig. A6). It is important to keep in mind that
the placement of the lavatory to the immediate
side of the water closet will preclude the side
approach transfer illustrated in Figure A6(b).

To accommodate the side transfer, the space
adjacent to the water closet must remain clear
of obstruction for 42 in (1065 mun) from the
centerline of the toilet (Figure 28] and the lava-
tory must not be located within this clear space.
A tuming ctrcle or T-tumn, the clear floor space
at the lavatory, and maneuvering space at the
door must be considered when determining the
possible wall locations. A privacy latch or other
accessible means of ensuring privacy during use
should be provided at the door.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. In new construction, accesstble single-user
restrooms may be desirable tn some situations
because they can accommodate a wide varlety
of bullding users. However, they cannot be used
in lieu of making the multi-stall tollet rooms
accesstble as required.

2. Where strict compliance to the guidelines for
accessible totlet facilities is technically infeasible
in the alteration of existing factlities, accessible
“‘unisex” tollets are a reasonable alternative.

3. In designing accessible single-user restrooms,
the provisions of adequate space to allow a side
transfer will provide accommodation to the
largest number of wheelchalr users.
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